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Dear Parents, Carers and families,                                                                                                             13.02.25

I hope this finds you all well as we come to the end of another busy term.  Please remember that the school, including Pre-school is closed tomorrow to all pupils for staff training.

Pre-school
Well done to the new Pre-school children for settling in so well since they joined at the start of this term.  We are all very proud of you.

Forest School
[image: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSCfMtw15_AujygGdwFAurtMgQR5JD4phsCXrwnwxFovEoHaN9wlmvtvbLB8SO9AfHWvGgQ&s] We would like to express appreciation to our dedicated Forest School parents and grandparents who volunteer their time each week. Their commitment enables the Reception children to enjoy outdoor learning experiences including for some, to get as muddy as possible!
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International Week
Our recent International Week was a resounding success.  Thank you all for your generous contributions of delicious food which provided a culinary journey through the rich and varied cultures that make up our school community. 

FOB Funding
We have had some exciting additions to our school environment. Our Reception class has welcomed new aquatic residents in the form of fish.  This was funded by your support of the FOB fundraising events – thank you!
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Key Stage 2 pupils can look forward to a new school pet, Tiny the tortoise who is arriving in Term 4.  Having a school pet will undoubtedly provide numerous opportunities for learning and responsibility.  

Headteacher Special Award
Shiloh, Cruz, Saveah, Pauline, Aarav, Emily, Jake, and Harley were selected for the Headteacher's Special Award.    They were treated to a delightful afternoon tea at Moo's Café, a well-deserved recognition of their super efforts and contributions to the school community.

September 2025 Reception Class Admissions Update
The school is delighted to share some news regarding our Reception admissions for the 2025-2026 academic year. We have received an unpredented number of first-choice applications that exceeds our standard intake of 30 pupils. 

In response to this exceptional circumstance, the Governors have made the decision to create a bulge year for this cohort only. I want to emphasise that this is a ‘one off’ and not a move towards becoming a two-form entry school, but rather a one-time accommodation to meet the current demand. 

We will not be repeating this for the 2026.2027.  We are fortunate to have the space and resources to welcome a second Reception class in September 2025, and we look forward to embracing this expanded cohort into our school community.

The following are a sample of parental comments from the on line application to the Local Authority citing why they choose St Bernadette School:

· The ethos of the school is one I would be delighted to have my child part of.
· The children appear happy, content.  They feel safe and secure.
· We loved the location and had a lovely feel of the school when we visited
· We think very highly of the school and staff.
· My child currently attends St Bernadette's pre-school and we have been so impressed with the standard of care and education provided.
· Lovely school, close to home, friendly staff and community feel.
· Recommended by other parents
· The staff at the school are very and friendly and welcoming.


Reading Buddies
Thank you to our little team of Reading Buddies who support our children for an hour or so each week.  If you would like to be part of the team and have some time to spare, please come and have a chat with me.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions/ concerns/information.  You can pop in any Tuesday from 8:30am to 9:30am to see me or Mrs Palmer.  There is no need to make an appointment for this open session. 

As always, we thank you for your support.   
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Mrs B P Lee
Headteacher

INSET DATES 2024-2025
Friday February 14th
   Monday March 31st
   April 22nd
 Monday and Tuesday July 21st and 22nd



	Diary Dates

	14.02.25
	INSET DAY – school closed to pupils for staff training

	24.02.25
	Term 4

	27.02.25
	Book Fair arrives

	07.03.25
	World Book Day

	12.03.25
	Year 6 Victorian School Visit

	18.03.25
	Mid-Year Parent Teacher meetings

	19.03.25
	Mid-Year Parent Teacher meetings

	25.03.25
	FOB Gift Shop for ‘Someone Special’

	28.03.25
	Rock Steady Concert

	31.03.25
	INSET DAY

	01.04.25
	Launch of Active for April

	03.04.25
	Easter Discos:  YR/KS1 1:15pm- 2pm.  KS2 2:15-3:20

	04.04.25
	Last Day of Term 4

	22.04.25 (Tuesday)
	Term 5        INSET DAY, school closed to pupils for staff training

	23.04.25
	All children return to school
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