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Reception Year Progression Overview
2026–2027
This document outlines the curriculum learning and progression for children in Reception at St Bernadette Catholic Primary School. This document includes progression from the following curriculum frameworks and schemes of learning: Early Years Foundation Stage Early Learning Goals 2021, Birth to Five Matters 2026, White Rose Maths, Monster Phonics, Day by Day RE scheme, and Jigsaw PSHE. 


Autumn Term (Autumn 1 & 2)


Personal, Social and Emotional Development (Inc. Jigsaw)
- Settling into routines, forming secure attachments with adults and peers.
- Begin to understand and express feelings appropriately.
- Develop increasing independence when making choices and managing routines.
- Begin to plan, review and adapt their own learning and play.
- Develop perseverance when faced with challenge.
- Develop understanding of sharing and kindness towards others. 
- Learning school values and class rules.
- Learning we are all unique, valued and part of the school community.
- Learn about rights and responsibilities in school.
- Celebrating differences.


Communication and Language
- Develop active listening and turn-taking in conversation.
- Listen carefully in a range of contexts and respond thoughtfully.
- Follow simple instructions and respond to 'how' and 'why' questions.
-  Develop and use a widening vocabulary across all areas of learning.
- Use talk to organise thinking, solve problems, explain ideas and negotiate with others.
- Use new vocabulary in different contexts.
- Ask questions and express curiosity about the world around them.


Physical Development
- Develop knowledge of how to hold a pencil correctly.
- Develop knowledge of using scissors safely.
- Develop finger and hand strength. 
- Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already acquired.
- Build upon skills in negotiating space, running, hopping, jumping, balancing, climbing and cycling. 
- Develop core strength, balance and coordination through a range of movement experiences.
- Develop independence in dressing, eating and managing personal hygiene.


Literacy (Monster Phonics and Drawing Club)
- Develop the ability to orally blending phonemes.
- Introduction to Monster Phonics characters and sound families.
- Develop knowledge of initial sounds.
- Develop knowledge of phonemes and diagraphs.
- Begin reading and writing CVC words, using taught sounds.
- Develop knowledge of name writing.
- Learn correct letter formation.
- Develop familiarity with a wide range of stories, rhymes, poems and non-fiction texts.
- Apply taught phonics knowledge when reading and writing.


Mathematics (White Rose Maths)
- Develop knowledge of matching and sorting. 
- Develop knowledge of comparing amounts.
- Develop knowledge of pattern.
- Develop knowledge of size, mass and capacity.
- Develop knowledge of representing and comparing numerals 1–3.
- Develop knowledge of composition of numerals 1–3.
- Develop knowledge of circles and triangles.
- Develop knowledge of counting and recognising numerals 1–5.
- Develop knowledge of shapes with four sides.


Understanding the World
- Develop knowledge of people who help us in the community.
- Develop a sense of belonging within their family, school and wider community.
- Develop understanding of caring for God's world through sustainable practices and learning activities.
- Observe, investigate and talk about seasonal changes in the natural world throughout the year.
- Develop knowledge of celebrations and festivals around the world – including Eid, Remembrance day, bonfire night, Hanukkah, Christmas and Advent. 
- Develop knowledge of Bristol through stories, artefacts and discussion, developing curiosity surrounding past and present Bristol. 


Expressive Arts and Design
- Develop knowledge of colour mixing, drawing self-portraits, and using collage.
- Begin to use instruments to create rhythms.
- Develop role-play to retell stories and life events.
- Learn to sing familiar songs and simple hymns.
- Create, adapt and share stories using imaginative play, small world resources and role play.


Religious Education (Creation and Covenant, and Prophecy and Promise)
– Develop knowledge of making me and being loved by God.
- Develop knowledge of God making the world and stewardship
- Develop knowledge of Baptism – belonging to God’s family.
- Develop knowledge of Advent and Christmas – Jesus’ birth.
- Develop knowledge of Jesus coming for the world.
- Develop knowledge of Christmas celebrations around the world.


Spring Term (Spring 1 & 2)


Personal, Social and Emotional Development (Inc. Jigsaw)
- Develop resilience, independence and confidence when faced with new challenges.
- Develop turn-taking in games, sharing ideas and feedback with peers.
- Develop knowledge of fairness and empathy in relationships.
- Discuss and discover your own dreams and goals.
- Develop knowledge of being healthy.
- Develop self-regulation by understanding expectations, making positive choices and reflecting on behaviour.

Communication and Language
- Learn to retell stories in sequence.
- Learn to use conjunctions ('and', 'because') in speech.
- Learn to respond to others’ ideas with detail. 
- Learn to use talk to help work out problems, organise thinking and activities, and explain how things work and why they might happen.
- Develop abilities to listen to, and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding.
- Use new vocabulary accurately in different contexts.
- Engage in sustained shared thinking with adults and peers.
- Ask questions and express curiosity about the world around them.


Physical Development
- Develop fine motor skills to use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently.
- Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outside.
- Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.
- Develop the foundations of a handwriting style.
- Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases.
- Develop ball skills – throwing, catching and rolling.
- Develop core strength, balance and coordination through a range of movement experiences.
- Develop independence in dressing, eating and managing personal hygiene.


Literacy (Monster Phonics and Drawing Club)
- Develop knowledge of digraphs and trigraphs.
- Develop knowledge of blending and segmenting more complex words.
- Develop fluency with decodable books.
- Learn to write simple captions or sentences.
- Develop knowledge of rhyme.
- Apply taught phonics knowledge when reading and writing.
- Continue to develop familiarity with a wide range of stories, rhymes, poems and non-fiction texts.


Mathematics (White Rose Maths)
- Alive in 5 – develop knowledge of composition of 4 & 5, comparison to 10.
- Growing 6, 7, 8 –  Develop knowledge of counting, composition, doubles and building.
- Develop knowledge of length, height and time.
- Building 9 and 10 - develop knowledge of counting, composition and building. 
- Develop knowledge of subitising and number bonds to 10.
- Introduction to 3D shapes
- Explore the composition of numbers using practical resources and talk about what they notice.


Understanding the World
- Introduction to Dinosaurs.
- Explore the past through stories, artefacts and discussion, developing curiosity about prehistoric life.
- Learning about Australia (International Week)
- Develop knowledge of Lunar New Year
- Develop understanding of caring for God's world through sustainable practices and Forest School.
- Observe, investigate and talk about seasonal changes in the natural world throughout the year.


Expressive Arts and Design
- Exploring textures and materials for model making.
- Role-play linked to real-life and Bible stories.
- Continue to create, adapt and share stories using imaginative play, small world resources and role play.
- Develop knowledge of singing and performing simple songs.
- Explore and express ideas through a range of creative materials, techniques and media.


Religious Education (Galilee to Jerusalem, and Dessert to Garden) 
- Develop knowledge of the Wise Men
- Develop knowledge of the teachings of Jesus – to love, share, care, welcome everyone.
- Develop knowledge of Lent
- Develop knowledge of Easter – Jesus dies on the cross and the resurrection.





Summer Term (Summer 1 & 2)

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (Inc. Jigsaw)
- Build constructive and respectful relationships.
- Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.
- Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge.
- Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly.
- Changing me – growing from a baby to an adult and develop knowledge of simple body parts, moving to year 1.
- Relationships – creating friendships and family.
- Preparing for transition to Year 1.
- Reflecting on personal achievements.


Communication and Language
- Using talk to explain and reason.
- Describing and predicting story outcomes.
- Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate.
- Retell stories, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text, some as exact repetition and some in their own words.
- Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher.
- Ask questions and express curiosity about the world around them.
- Engage in sustained shared thinking with adults and peers.


Physical Development
- Refine letter and number formation.
- Using tools with accuracy (drawing, cutting, gluing, building).
- Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outside, alone and in a group.
- Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.
- Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient.
- Solidify core strength, balance and coordination through a range of movement experiences.
- Solidify independence in dressing, eating and managing personal hygiene.


Literacy (Monster Phonics and literacy lessons)
- Reading and spelling CVCC/CCVC words.
- Apply taught phonics knowledge when reading and writing.
- Writing short sentences with words with known sound-letter correspondences capital letters, finger spaces, full stops and adjectives.
- Sequencing stories.
- Inference
- Consolidating reading and literacy skills.
- Continue to develop familiarity with a wide range of stories, rhymes, poems and non-fiction texts.
- Continuing to learn tricky/High Frequency words. 
- Developing fluency in reading, spelling and writing.
- Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.
- Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters.
- Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs.
- Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense.
- Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words.
- Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary.


Mathematics (White Rose Maths)
- To 20 and Beyond – counting patterns, grouping, even/odd.
- Continue to develop knowledge of the composition of numbers, using practical resources and number stories.
- Simple addition/subtraction.
- Develop knowledge of doubling, halving, sharing.
- Develop knowledge of manipulating, composing and decomposing shapes.
- Develop knowledge of visualising and building simple maps.
- Consolidate maths learning.

Understanding the World
- Explore mini beasts and habitats.
- Observe, care for and investigate plants, noticing growth and change over time.
- Explore similarities and differences between animals and their habitats through first-hand experiences and enquiry.
- Introduction to life cycles.
- Develop understanding of caring for God's world through sustainable practices and learning activities.
- Observe, investigate and talk about seasonal changes in the natural world throughout the year.
- Develop knowledge of cooking skills.


Expressive Arts and Design
- Creating artwork inspired by nature and religion.
- Develop and showcase ideas through a range of creative materials, techniques and media.
- Sing in a group or on their own, learning to increasingly match the pitch and follow the melody. 
- Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups. 
- Develop knowledge of designing simple structures using 2D and 3D shapes.
- Continue to construct, adapt and share stories using imaginative play, small world resources and role play.
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Religious Education (Ends of the Earth, and Dialogue and Encounter)
-  Develop knowledge of Jesus returning to his father.
- Develop knowledge of Jesus sending the Holy Spirit.
- Develop knowledge that the Parish Church is a special place.
- Develop knowledge of Saint Peter.
- Develop knowledge of Saint Paul.
- Develop knowledge of World religions – Islam, Buddhism and Judaism.
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