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Dear Parents and Carers,

We are writing to update you about the teaching and learning of reading at school and how you can further support your child at home. We have invested in a brand new scheme for teaching early reading and new books in KS1 and KS2 to broaden the choice within each level. 
The focus has moved away from colour bands and focusses in KS1 on practising the sounds (phonemes) that the children are learning. This means that sometimes your child may bring home a different level book to the one they usually read if we have identified is a sound that they need to practise.
In KS2 we have also moved away from our old coloured bands. All children in KS2 have recently been assessed and now have a new numbered book which matches their reading level. 

Supporting your child with reading 
Although your child will be taught to read at school, you can have a huge impact on their reading journey by continuing their practice at home. Encourage your child to read as often as possible. We’d like children to read five times a week for at least 10 minutes per day. Building this into your daily routine makes it a lot easier to sustain. 
It’s important to make the environment conducive to concentration so choose a time of day which you can dedicate to reading, turn off all screens and phones and find somewhere comfortable they can enjoy the time. It’s also valuable to listen to your child read aloud as it gives them a chance to practice reading with understanding and expression.

Reading Records 
We use the Reading Records to keep a record of what your child is reading. Please write a comment or encourage your child to write in their record, and support them if required, so we can see when and what they are reading at home. We love to see your comments about how they have got on if you have listened to them reading aloud or have asked them some questions about what they have read. Please keep doing this as often as time allows! We look forward to catching up with you about your child’s reading progress in our parent’s evenings. Please do not hesitate to talk to your child’s class teacher if you have any questions about your child’s reading.

[bookmark: _GoBack]All children will be bringing home two different books each week: 

1.A reading practice book. 
This will be at the correct phonic stage for your child. They should be able to read this fluently and independently. This book has been carefully matched to your child’s current reading level. If your child is reading it with little help, please don’t worry that it’s too easy, your child needs to develop fluency and confidence in reading. 
Listen to them read the book. 
Remember to give them lots of praise and celebrate their success! If they can’t read a word, read it to them. After they have finished, talk about the book together. 
Please record this in their reading record books. This can be a comment, a signature or even a smiley face so that we know they are reading to you.

2.A sharing book. 
The sharing book is a book they have chosen from either their class or school library for you to enjoy together. 
Your child will not necessarily be able to read this on their own, particularly children from Year R to Year 3. This book is for you both to read and enjoy together. 
In order to encourage your child to become a lifelong reader, it is important that they learn to read for pleasure. 
Please remember that you shouldn’t expect your child to read this alone. Read it to or with them. Discuss the pictures, enjoy the story, predict what might happen next, use different voices for the characters; explore the facts in a nonfiction book. 
The main thing is that you have fun.
Remember children are never too old to be read to!
                                                

Thank you for your patience while we have been sorting our books.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to talk to one of us.

Kind regards
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