What is the Year ! Phonics Scmnmg Check?
(Please note: there will not he a Phonics Screeru;ng Check in Year ! this Hear)
What is the ph,ow;cs screening check?

The National p/wnLcs screening check is a sta,tu,tmy assessment that was
introduced in 2012 toall Year] Iau,ads and is a qutck and easy check of your
child’s phonics knowledge.

Who- is it for?

All Year1 pupils will take the phonics screening check in 2 019 during June, you
will be informed of the week through the school newsletter nearer the time. Those
children that did not pass the screening test in Year] and are now in Year 2 will
also take the screening test in this week.

Wha,ti,smtpr}wntcs screening check?

It comprises of a list of 4O real words and nonsense (alien) words. It will assess
pfwmcs skills and /crwwiedge learnt thmugh Recelatm and Year!. Your child will
read one-one with a teacher. It will he your child's current teacher soit is a
familiar face. Your child will read up tor L words per page and tiw,y will
probably do the check in 10-15 minutes. They will be asked to 'sound out a word
and blend the sounds togetiw,r. The check is very similar to tasks the children
a[rea,dy comla[ete duﬂng Io,honLcs lessons.

Is it stressful totest such young children?
The assessment will be age appropriate and the adults involved will all he

familiar. The children are familiar with the set up as we are consta,nt[y
reviewing children's progress in the same woy. It should be an eroyable activity
for children, which takes no-more than 15 minutes. There will be a few proctise
words at the bﬁgtrm‘mg to- make sure your child understands the activity.

What are Nonsense or Alien words and, W‘hy are thzy included?

These are words that are Iahothca,UH decodahble but not actual words with an
assotiated meaning e.g. brv;p, snoth. These words are included in the check
specgftcally to- assess whether your child can decode a word using pfwmc skills
and not their memory . The alien words will be shown to your child with a
picture of an alien. The children will be asked what the alien’s name is by
reading the word. This will make the check a hit more fun and provides the
children with a context for the nonsense word. CrucLa,LLH it does not provide any



clues, so your child has to he able to decode it. Children gerwra[[y find nonsense
amusing so thzy will pmba,bly enjoy naad'mg these words.

How will the results from the screening be wsed?

You will he Lnformp,d of your child's progress in ,ahomcs and how he/she has
done in the screening check in theirend of summer term school ro,port. All of the

children are individuals and dzvvlop at dgfferznt stages. The screening check
ensures that teachers understand which children need support with dzcodmg.

Wha,tha.fmemg"a,dul,d,smlggLes withthzscmning check?

The screening check will Ldenthy children who have phomc dzcod'mg skills below-
the level expectzd for the end of Year T and who therefore need hlep. Schools are
pr,ecbed to prmnde extro hzlp and children will then he able to re-take the

assessment in Year 2.

How- can | hzl,a my child?

There are a number of tthgs that parents can do to support eo,riy read‘mg
dp,vetopmzn,t:

o lot your child see you enjoy ro,adi,ng Hmj,rsolf. Thp,y are Lnﬂuznced b,y you and
what you do'!

e Immerse your child in a love of read‘cng.
o Make time for your child to read their school hook to- you.

o With all hooks, encourage your child to'sound out unfamiliar words and then
blend from left to- rLght rather than LcrokLng at pictures to- guess

Useful Links for Parents

I’Ltt,p,//WW'W' oxfordowl.coouk  Oxford Owl is a free wehbsite built to- support
you with your child's learning. You'l find age-specific reading and maths tips
and activities, eBooks, and lots of fun ideas to rea,LLH brtng your child's Lea,ang
to-life. You will also find support and advice on a range of questions you may
have s LrLcLu,cLLng hp,LlaLng your child with their /ah.omcs, motivating b,oys to- read
and, ensuring your child is dm;ng their best in maths.

www- hookstart.co.uk This wehsite Iamvides information about the national
Bookstart scheme and the Bookstart paL/cs that your child will receive as a bo,b,y,
a toddler and at age three to four. It also gives information about sfw,ang hooks



http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
http://www.bookstart.co.uk/

with your child. You can find out about Bookstart events in your area, which
you can attend with your child.

http:/ [www- ,p,honLcspLa,y.cmuk/Pamntstu. him Here you will find lots of
information for parents about phonics LrLcLLLdLng: what exactly phonics is, how- it
is taught in UK schools and suggestions for thang pre-schovters prepare for
lzamtng phonics. You will also find lots of games and ideas toexplore with
children at home.

You can download a copy of the 2018 Phonics screening check and 2019 Phonics
screening check from the gov- uk wehsite, here.

https -/ [assets .’publ(shmg .service.gov. u/e/gavemment/uplaads/system/u’plaads/at
tachment data/ﬁle/775823/2078ﬂohonlcsﬂou’plls materials standard.pdf.pdf

htt/os -//assets .’publtshmg .service.gov. uk /government/uploads/system/u’ploads/at

tachment data/ﬁle/809986/2079 phon[cs puplls materials standard.pdf



http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ParentsMenu.htm
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/715823/2018_phonics_pupils_materials_standard.pdf.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/715823/2018_phonics_pupils_materials_standard.pdf.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/809986/2019_phonics_pupils_materials_standard.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/809986/2019_phonics_pupils_materials_standard.pdf

