Hel,p,mg Your Child with S,szLLng

Children can fLer WTtthg a real challp,nge; thp,y need, encourugemxmt,
support and proise for their efforts. You can best support them by

encournging them to- write on every Imrssi,bte occasion, praising their e]fforts
and, memtant[y, by Letthg them see you writing whenever pozsstblz. You
can Ia[a,y erdgamp,s with them (Q.g. / spyY. Find the vadlau,zzlzs), you

can also discuss Ln,terasti,ng or new- word.s.

Most of us, even if we consider ourselves to be gomi spatters, make
spQLLLng mistakes at some point. What is important is that we know- what
to- do- when we get stuck and we know- how- to- correct our mistakes. At
school, our children learn the rules, conventions and spp,tli,ng strategies
needed to- hecome confident at speLLLng.

Here are some of the strategies that will h,QLIa your child
hecome a condeQrLt and accurate slozlto,r:

. Soun,d'mg words out: bma/ang the word down into
Iahomrrw,s (Q,.g. c-a-t, sh-e-ll) /V\G,I'LH words cannot
be sounded out so other strategies are needed;

. Us‘mg the Look, say, cover, write, check strategy : look
at the word and say it out loud, then cover it, write
it and check to- see if it is correct. If not, h(ghlight or
underline the incorrect part and repeat the protess;

. DLvidLng the word into sy llables, say each sy lable as
thp,y write the word (Q.g. re-mem- her);

. Us‘mg mnemonics as an aid to memotising a tric/cy
word (e. g Iozop[e: Iaeop[e eat orange /ozel like
Qlelahants ; could: O U Luc/cy duck);

o Fi LrLdLng words within words (e. g. aratin selaarate) ;

. /V\a/ang links between the meaning of words and
their speLLLng (e.g. sign, ngrw,L, slgrw,turz) s this
strateqy is wsed at a later stage than others;

. Ustng a chtLo*rw,ry as soon as thzy know- how- to-



Encourage your child to-have a goat sszLLng words they are unsure of.
This will give them the opportunity to-try out slop,LLLng strategies and to
find those that th,ey find useful. You can hztp them to- use the strategies
outlined above and proise their efforts.



