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Dear Parents/Carers,

It has been great to see all of the children return to school so well and feel ready for the next year ahead. I have really enjoyed seeing their positive attitudes to the transition from Reception to Year 1! 

Contact
It is important for you to be in view at the end of the day when the children leave as the children are not allowed to go home unless they can see you and have then told the adult seeing them out. If you have arranged for another parent to collect your child, please inform the office before the end of the day so that the teacher seeing them out is aware of this arrangement.

If there is something we need to know that is relevant to the day, please pass on a message to the adult on the door in the morning. If you want to speak with us at the end of the day, we ask that you wait until all children have seen out safely so that we can give you our full attention.

Uniform – please refer to the attached guidance
[bookmark: _GoBack]P.E. – This will be on a Wednesday, Thursday and Friday for Term 1. Children are to come to school in their PE uniform; white t-shirt, black shorts and PE style shoes.

Children need to have a suitable waterproof coat every day, during winter months we will be going outside in all weathers.

Please ensure all items of clothing (including shoes) are named – especially jumpers/cardigans and P.E. kits.

Classroom information
· Children should bring a water bottle and water only!
· Please don’t let your child carry these in their book bags as books often get spoiled.
· Your child should bring their books to school every day.
· Miss Stancer and Mrs Komada will be supporting our class during the day.
· Children should not bring toys into school, unless confirmed with the class teacher. 

Daily timetable - the morning sessions are more formal (English, Maths and Phonics) and the afternoons consist of a topic focus (Geography, History & Science), RE, PE, art-based activities and some free play.

Home support
Reading books and reading records must be in school daily. Pupils who find it difficult to learn to read are likely to struggle across the curriculum. Therefore, at St Bernadette’s, reading is one of our highest priorities and we want to ensure children become fluent and engaged readers at the very earliest stage. To achieve this, we ask the children to read their book three times before it is changed. 

To support you with reading at home, we have created a guide for parents and carers to accompany this letter.

Year 1 Phonics 
Our school uses the Monster Phonics scheme of work.  Children in Year 1 undertake a Phonic Screening test in the summer term. More information on this will follow, but it’s never too early to ensure your child is practicing their phonics regularly!

Letter and Number Formation
Please encourage your child to form their letters and numbers as we do in school as this will help when beginning to join their letters further up the school, it is hard to break bad habits.  See attached for a guide to letter formation.

Medication
All medication must be given to Miss Campbell or the class teacher.  If your child needs an inhaler or an Epipen, they should have an up to date prescription for use in school clearly marked with your child’s name.   Medication will be kept safe in the classroom. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further questions: elizabeth.eley@bristol-schools.uk and I look forward to meeting you all throughout the year! 
Miss Eley and the Year 1 Team
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